Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


9'¥ 


jQ  JUN5-1858  * 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


December  6,  1957 
Letter  No.  798 


A  reminder  —  Farmers  over  much  of  the  South  and  West  go  to  the  polls  next 
Tuesday,  that's  December  10,  to  vote  in  referendums  to  determine  195^  price 
support  programs  in  long  staple  cotton,  upland  cotton,  and  rice.    At  least  two- 
thirds  of  the  farmers  voting  in  each  of  the  three  referendums  must  approve  the 
national  marketing  quotas  and  acreage  allotments.    If  approved,  price  supports 
will  he:  for  both  long  staple  and  upland  cotton  at  the  full  level  of  the 
effective  supports;  for  rice  not  less  than  a  national  average  price  of  $^-.33 
per  hundredweight.    If  any  quota  is  not  approved,  support  to  eligible  growers 
of  that  commodity  drops  to  50  percent  of  parity.    The  ASC  committees  in  your 
area  should  have  supplied  you  with  complete  information  on  polling  places  and 
hours.    Check  with  them  for  additional  information. 

Add  This  to  Your  Case  File  on  House  Flies 

The  common  house  fly  about  broke  even  in  two  announcements  made  this  week. 
The  first  indicated  these  pesky  summer  residents  may  become  an  important  test 
organism  for  rapid  screening  of  tumor- inhibiting  compounds  intended  for  use  in 
medical  treatment  of  humans.    USDA  made  this  report  as  a  result  of  tests  made 
to  find  a  chemical  that  would  cause  sterility  in  insects  and  eventually  lead 
to  an  effective  means  of  insect  control. 

In  another  study,  the  fly  has  again  turned  the  tables  on  scientists  by 
developing  increased  resistance  to  most  of  the  contact  sprays  now  in  use. 
Tests  indicate  the  house  fly  has  become  increasingly  resistant  to  the  widely- 
used  organophosphorus  insecticides  during  the  past  three  years.    These  compounds 
are  used  in  malathion,  Dipterex,  Diazinon,  and  parathion. 

Major  Moves  Against  Insect  Pests 

USDA  researchers  revealed  plans  to  fight  crop  and  livestock  pests  as  never 
before  at  the  Entomological  Society  of  America  meeting  in  Memphis  this  week. . . . 
They  reported  that  the  fire  ant  program  is  already  underway  in  Louisiana, 
Georgia,  and  South  Carolina,  and  will  soon  begin  in  six  other  Southern  states. 
....They  warned  that  gypsy  moths,  long  a  serious  pest  of  forest  and  shade  trees 
in  the  Northeastern  states,  may  spread  to  eastern  and  southern  forests  in  the 
next  3  or  h  years. ..  .Reports  indicate  it  will  take  at  least  two  years  to  wipe 
out  the  screwworm  when  the  campaign  now  getting  underway  is  in  full  progress. 
This  pest  does  $10  to  $20  million  damage  to  livestock  each  year. .. .Successful 
progress  has  been  made  toward  eliminating  the  Mediterranean  fruit  flies  and 
that  worst  pest  of  stored  grain  —  the  khapra  beetle.    Both  these  programs  are 
now  in  the  mop-up  stage  of  eradication. 
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"Key  to  Round  15" 

To  say  the  1957  annual  convention  (the  lUth)  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors  was  the  "biggest  and  best  yet" 
would  be  repititious  and  redundant  but  right  as  rain  regardless.  Registra- 
tion hit  the  350  mark,  setting  a  new  record  for  attendance,  at  the  annual 
Chicago  conclave  November  29,  3°  and-  December  1. 

Newly  elected  officers  are:  president  -  Bob  Miller,  WLW  Cincinnati; 
vice  president  -  Maynard  Speece,  WCCO  Minneapolis;  secretary-treasurer  - 
Wally  Erickson,  KFRE,  Fresno;  and  historian  -  Herb  Plambeck,  WHO,DesMoines. 

Retiring  vice  president  Wes  Seyler,  who  left  farm  broadcasting  to  work 
for  the  dairy  industry  in  Oklahoma,  is  now  an  associate  member  and  was  promptly 
named  chairman  of  the  associates, succeeding  Roy  Battles  of  the  National  Grange. 
Dix  Harper  of  Chicago  and  Ed  Dahl,  manager  of  KLHC  Jefferson  City,  are  on 
the  committee.    Retiring  secretary-treasurer  Don  Tuttle,WGY, Schenectady, 
declined  further  national  officership  due  to  the  work  load  at  home. 

Toward  Greater  Service 

In  his  annual  address,  aetiring  president  Jack  Timmons  reported  on 
accomplishments  of  the  year  and  eloquently  charged  his  fellows  to  continue 
their  growth  in  stature,  maturity  and  service  to  agriculture  and  made  some 
suggestions  for  doing  it.    This  address  will  be  printed  in  the  next  issue  of 
NATRFD's  "Chats".    We  suggest  you  make  it  "must"  reading. 

Much  discussion  time  was  devoted  to  examination  and  planning  uses  for  a 
sales  presentation  developed  by  the  association  to  be  used  as  a  tool  by  sta- 
tion management  and  sales  forces  in  keeping  station  farm  programs  econimically 
sound  and  on  the  air.    New  developments  in  programming  techniques  and  trends 
came  in  for  close  scrutiny,  along  with  some  jolting  pointers  for  improving 
personal  effectiveness  as  agricultural  broadcasters. 

Jobs  Well  Done 

Winner  of  the  coveted  sixth  annual  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation 
award  to  a  farm  broadcaster  for  "disseminating  the  truth  about  farm  issue" 
was  Carl  Meyerdirk,  KVOO  Tulsa.    Honorable  mention  went  to  Bob  Parker,  WBAY 
Green  Bay.    The  award  was  presented  for  the  sixth  time  by  John  lacey,  informa- 
tion representative  for  the  AFBF,  as  his  last  official  act.    NATRFD  members  gave 
him  a  standing  ovation  at  Sunday  night's  banquet. 

Signally  honored  by  NATRFD  in  a  brand  new  meritorious  service  award 
given  by  the  Association  was  Charles  N.  Karr,  director  of  sales  promotion  for 
the  Allis-Chalmers  Manufacturing  Company,  a  heavy  user  of  farm  radio  and 
television.    Charlie  has  been  a  consistent  friend  and  benefactor  of  farm  broad- 
casting for  many  years.    After  the  plaque  presentation  and  ovation,  Charlie  -- 
caught  by  surprise  —  told  the  assemblage,  "Needless  to  say,  this  is  probably 
one  of  the  happiest  moments  of  my  life." 


Tenure  Awards  to  25  TRFDs 
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A  30-year  service  award  went  to  Lou  Kaiser,  extension  director  of  radio 
at  Cornell  University;  25-year  award  to  Crawford  Roquemore,  WBAM,  Montgomery, 
Ala,;  and  20-year  award  to  Bill  Shomette,  KENS,  San  Antonio.    Ten- year  awards 
went  to  21  other  members. 

Increasing  Latitude  (and  Longitude) 

NATKFD  is  international  in  scope,  with  a  dozen  or  more  Canadian  members, 
several  of  whom  attended  the  Chicago  meeting.    Past  president  Wallace  Kadderly, 
recently  back  from  seven  years  abroad  and  soon  to  join  KWIK,  Hillsboro,  Ore., 
was  there  with  13  foreign  radio,  television  and  information  men  he  has  been 
assisting  with  a  study  tour  of  this  country  for  USDA's  Foreign  Agr'l  Service. 
Eleven  of  the  13  past  presidents,  including  all  the  first  three,  were  on  hand 
and  were  so  recorded  by  the  official  convention  photographer,  Bob  (Doc) 
Webster,  WJTN,  Jamestown,  N.  Y. 

Geographical  distribution  of  top  NATKFD  officers  is  about  as  near  perfect 
as  ever,  with  Ohio,  Minnesota,  Iowa  and  California  represented.    Wally  Erickson's 
election  as  secretary- treasurer  gives  NATKFD  its  first  national  officer  on  the 
West  Coast  since  Bill  Moshier,  now  at  KOMO,  Seattle,  was  vice  president  in  I9I+6. 

To  meet  the  costs  of  increasing  association  activity,  NATKFD  annual  dues 
to  commercial  station  broadcasters  were  increased  in  proportion  to  station 
power.    Dues  of  government  and  educational  farm  broadcasters  will  remain  at 
the  present  $7«50  per  year. 

Springtime  in  the  Rockies 

Chuck  Muller,  KOA,  Denver,  made  a  successful  bid  in  behalf  of  his  city  for 
the  1958  NATKFD  spring  meeting.    Dates  will  be  announced  later. 

Farm  Broadcasting  Day  Next  February  1 

Announcement  of  the  1958  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  information  kit  has  gone 
out  to  all  radio  and  television  station  managers  by  NARTB  President  Harold 
Fellows.    Requests  are  coming  in  now  to  NARTB,  and  officials  say  the  kit  will 
be  sent  out  right  after  the  Christmas  mail  rush. 

Slogan  for  the  upcoming  Day  is  "Farm  Broadcasting  Serves  Rural  America". 
The  first  Farm  Broadcasting  Day,  February  2  of  this  year,  brought  over  1200 
requests  for  the  kit  and  follow-up  showed  far-reaching  activity  at  national, 
state  and  local  levels.    Many  governors,  mayors  and  other  officials  issued 
official  proclamations  of  the  day;  national  and  local  agricultural  leaders 
—  including  President  Eisenhower  and  Secretary  Benson  —  made  public  state- 
ments commending  radio  and  television  for  their  services  to  agriculture.  Some 
newspapers  took  part  as  farm  groups,  trade  associations  and  others  joined  in 
the  salutes. 

The  Day  is  jointly  sponsored  by  NATKFD,  NARTB,  and  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture.    It  is  a  recognition  of  a  good  job  of  public  service  being 
done  day  in  and  day  out  by  the  farm  broadcasters  and  the  networks  and  stations 
which  transmit  their  voicings  and  visuals.    The  NARTB  kit  contains  many  useful 
items  and  suggestions  for  putting  on  a  bang-up  observance  of  Farm  Broadcasting 
Day  come  February  1.    Check  with  your  boss  to  see  if  he  has  written  in  for  his. 
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Cattle  to  Kilowatts  on  the  Networks  December  8-lk 


Washington  Farm  Report  with  Richard  Harkness  on  HBC  Monday  through 
Friday  evenings.    See  local  schedules  for  time  in  your  area. 

The  Agricultural  Activities  of  the  Alabama  Power  Company  will  he  featured 
on  a  pickup  from  Birmingham  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  over  NBC 
Saturday,  December  l^,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EST.  ; 

Soil  Bqnfr  Tree  Planting. . . .  will  be  the  feature  on  the  American  Farmer 
over  ABNetwork,  Saturday,  December  12,  12:30  to  12:55  p.m.  EST.  1 

Farming  Prospects  for  1958  will  be  discussed  by  Fred  Waugh  and  James 
Cavin  of  the  USDA's  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  on  the  Clear  Channel  stations 
the  December  Ik  weekend. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  and  guests,  Saturday,  December  Ik, 
9:30  to  9:^5  a.m.  EST. 

USDA-TV  packages  for  December  12  mailing:  School  Lunch  —  a  12  still 
picture  report  on  the  school  lunch  program  of  the  USDA;  and  Beltsville  Newsreel 
#12  is  a  six-minute  sound- on  film  of  two  research  developments  of  the  Northern 
Regional  Utilization  Laboratory  at  Peoria  —  gibberalic  acid,  the  plant  growth 
regulator,  and  dextran,  the  blood  extending  substance. 

About  Farmers  and  Farm  Broadcasters 

Glenn  Sample,  one-time  farm  broadcaster  at  Purdue  University,  last  month 
was  elected  vice  president  of  the  Indiana  Farm  Bureau  Inc.    He's  been  director 
of  the  Department  of  Information  and  Public  Relations  for  the  past  12  years... 
a  Radio  Advertising  Bureau  survey  in  three  states  shows  more  than  half  of  the 
farm  families  have  three  or  more  radio  sets  in  working  order.    Over  l&fo  of  the 
respondents  reported  the  "listened  today".    RAB  plans  to  continue  these  surveys 
of  the  rural  audience.    Program  Director  Hal  Shore  of  WBCM,  Bay  City,  Mich., 
announces  that  Floyd  Pratt  has  taken  over  the  farm  directorship  of  that  station 
....At  WRC-TV  here  in  Washington,  Holly  Wright  has  taken  over  the  job  of  host 
for  the  Today  on  the  Farm  program.    Several  of  our  USDA  folks  have  been  helping 
with  this  program  from  time  to  time.    Holly  has  conducted  a  very  popular  Sat. 
morning  TV  program,  How  Does  Your  Garden  Grow?,  for  several  years. 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  &  Television  Service 

P.S.    You  may -expect  to  see  more  Christmas  trees  on  the  market  this  year  to 
meet"  the demand  of  our  increasing  papulation  with  its  large  proportion,  cf 
children.    Prospects  are  that  conoiderably  more  than  last  year's -25  million  , 
commercially  produced,  U.  S-  grown  Christmas  trees  will  be  selling  this  year. 
That's  not  including  over  12  million  imported  from  Canada.    Quality  is  expected 
to  be  up  on  the  U.  S.  grown  trees  this  year,  too,  probably  due  in  part  to  the 
U.  S.  standards  for  grades  that  are  now  in  effect.    Use  of  the  grades  is 
optional,  though. 
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To 
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Radio  Farrrn  Directors 


§ 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


December  13,  1957 

Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:  Letter  No.  799 

Next  Wednesday,  December  lC,  -we'll  all  get  "a  report  to  the  nation"  on 
the  progress  in  the  surplus  food  donation  programs  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Secretary  Benson  has  called  a  conference  of  food  distributing  agencies  to 
meet  here  at  that  time  to  consider  ways  of  improving  these  programs  during 
the  coming  year.    This  is  something  that  will  fit  right  in  rath  the  Christmas 
spirit  of  giving  and  our  pre-holiday  programs.    The  theme  of  the  meeting  is 
"Sharing  America's  Abundance".    Secretary  Benson  rail  lead  off  rath  a  report 
on  his  observations  during  his  around- the- world  survey  in  November.  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  22  voluntary  agencies  which  help  distribute  U.S.  donated 
foods  in  foreign  countries  will  report  on  their  activities.    Timely , 
interesting,  and  informative.' 

Farmers'  Soil  Bank  Bid  Program 

A  novel  feature,  provided  for  in  the  Soil  Bank  Act,  will  get  a  try-out 
in  four  States  shortly  after  the  New  Year  begins.    That's  the  'bid'  procedure 
by  which  farmers  can  offer  to  shift  all  their  cropland  into  the  Soil  Bank's 
Conservation  Reserve.    This  trial  program,  announced  by  the  Secretary  earlier 
this  week,  has  already  been  explained  to  officials  in  the  first  of  a  series 
of  meetings  in  Maine,  Illinois,  and  Tennessee.    Nebraska,  the  other  State 
included  in  this  test  run,  rail  get  its  first  close-up  of  the  'bid'  program 
next  Wednesday.    Details  are  expected  to  be  available  to  farmers  through 
their  county  ASC  offices  shortly  after  January  1.    Then  farmers  in  the  four 
States  will  have  through  January  31,  1958,  to  submit  their  dollars  per-acre 
offers  at  which  each  will  agree  to  put  all  his  crop  land  into  the  designated 
conservation  uses.    If  USDA  accepts  the  offers,  annual  per-acre  rental  pay- 
ments by  the  government  will  be  at  these  rates.    After  offers  are  made  by 
farmers  in  the  four  States,  USDA  rail  determine  how  effective  this  old  plan 
is  in  helping  more  farmers  to  shift  cropland  frcm  surplus  production  to 
conservation  uses. 

Social  Security  Benefits  for  Farmers 

Farmers  who  are  getting  ready  to  retire  may  find  it  to  their  advantage 
to  file  a  claim  for  social  security  retirement  benefits  before  the  end  of 
December.    That's  the  tip  that  comes  to  us  from  the  Social  Security  Admin, 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare.    The  SSA  folks 
say  if  retiring  farmers  file  a  claim  before  the  end  of  the  year,  they'll  not 
only  avoid  the  SSA  office  rush,  but  if  their  '57  earnings  are  lower  than 
those  in  '56,  they  might  get  a  higher  benefit  than  if  they  waited  until  '58 
to  apply. 
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Fan;1.  Program  Recommendations  in  January 


Wednesday,  Secretary  Benson  spoke  "before  the  Farm  Bureau  Federation's 
annual  convention,  meeting  at  Chicago.    During  his  talk  he  said  the  following 
recommendations  will  "be  laid  before  Congress  in  January:     "First,  we  shall 
•make  specific  proposals  which  would  have  the  overall  effect  of  giving  farmers 
more  freedom  in  deciding  what  crops  they  shall  grow.    Second,  we  shall 
recommend  changes  which  will  permit  the  markets  more  freedom  to  reflect  the 
decisions  made  "by  those  who  produce  and  those  who  consume  our  food  and  fiber. 
Third,  we  shall  continue  to  emphasize  exports  and  the  development    of  foreign 
and  domestic  market  outlets."    He  elaborated  a  bit  on  these  three  points. 

Farm- City  Growth  Research  Urged 

Within  the  next  few  weeks,  USDA's  Production  Economics  Advisory  Committee 
will  submit  its  detailed  recommendations  growing  out  of  its  annual  meeting 
here  last  week.    Preliminary  announcement  indicates  that  the  suggestions  of 
this  committee  of  authorities  on  agricultural  economics  will  include  the ^ 
starting  of  research  on  problems  of  communities  undergoing  fast  suburbaniza- 
tion and  industrialization.    They  will  urge  special  attention  to  the  rising 
tail  burden  of  farmers  living  on  the  fringe  of  city  growth.    They  will  also 
advise  more  study  of  likely  shifts  in  land  use,  and  on  various  ways  to  bring 
about  land  uses  than  will  tend  to  stabilize  local  economy. 

Forests  in  Rural  Development 

The  Committee  for  Rural  Development  Program,  made  up  of  the  Under 
Secretaries  of  Interior;  Agriculture;  Commerce,  Labor,  Health,  Education  and 
Welfare;  the  Adm'r,  Small  Business  Administration;  and  a  member  of  the  Council 
of  Economic  Advisers,  has  issued  its  Rural  Resource  Leaflet  No.  2.    This  is 
on  "Forests  in  Rural  Development".    The  Committee  sees  local  forests  and 
woodlands  as  the  cure  of  economic  ills  of  many  undeveloped  rural  communities. 
The  leaflet  has  several  good  suggestions  on  how  communities  can  improve  the 
value  of  their  forests,  and  points  out  technical  help  that  can  be  had  from 
the  Soil  Bank  Conservation  Reserve,  the  Forest  Service,  and  other  agencies. 

Growers  Vote  Marketing  Quotas 

In  farmers  referendums  Tuesday,  on  cotton  and  rice,  the  growers  voted 
overwhelmingly  for  marketing  quotas.    Preliminary  tabulations  indicate  that 
over  nine-tenths  of  the  growers  voting  in  the  upland  cotton  and  nearly  nine- 
tenths  in  the  long  staple  cotton  referendums  approved  of  quotas.    Approval  of 
only  two- thirds  of  those  voting  is  needed  to  put  quotas  in  effect.  Rice 
growers  also  approved  marketing  quotas  for  their  195$  crops  of  rice.  Under 
the  marketing  quota  programs,  price  support  will  be  available  to  growers  who 
stay  within  their  acreage  allotments. 

Brucellosis  Control-Progress  Report 

Puerto  Rico  was  this  week  officially  declared  modified- certified 
brucellosis- free.    It  has  reduced  this  contagious  cattle  disease  to  not 
more  than  1  percent  of  its  cattle  and  5  percent  of  its  herds.    Puerto  Rico 
now  joins  the  only  9  States:  Conn.,  Del.,  Me.,  Minn.,  N.II. ,  N.C.,  Vt.,  Wash., 
and  Wis.,  which  have  made  this  much  progress  against  what  is  rated  as  one  of 
the  costliest  livestock  diseases  in  the  U.S.    But  USDA  officials  report  a 
total  of  kkl  counties  in  27  other  States  have  also  been  certified.  These 
areas  are  now  working  toward  the  final  goal  of  complete  eradication. 
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U.S.  Farm  Trade  with  Jap  Co-ops 

Farmer  to  farmer  trade  abroad  seems  to  have  some  possibilities. 
Specialists  of  our  Farmer  Co-op  Service  and  our  Foreign  Agricultural  Service 
have  been  studying  cooperatives  as  part  of  the  Department's  continuing  effort 
to  expand  our  overseas  outlets.    They  find  some  co-ops  in  Japan  now  engage  in 
international  trading  and  others  could  do  so.    In  their  report,  FAR  Wo.  105, 
they  conclude  that  greater  trade  with  Japanese  co-ops  can  provide  important 
outlets  for  U.S.  farm  products.    They've  already  made  similar  studies  of  the 
buying  and  selling  co-ops  in  Canada  and  Western  Europe. 

Research  Advisors  Make  Recommendations 

In  the  past  few  days,  USDA's  Advisory  Committees  on  potatoes,  home 
economics,  and  use  of  electricity  have  reported,  their  recommendations  for 
more  needed  research.    The  potato  people  point  out  that  growers  and.  marketers 
need  to  know  much  more  about  potatoes  between  harvesting  and  use.    They  list 
the  changes  that  take  place  in  potatoes  that  effect  processing  quality; 
storage  disorders  and  ways  to  prevent  them;  and  the  need  for  tetter  potato 
products  at  lower  costs.    The  home  economists  cite  new  knowledge  on  the 
changes  in  frozen  foods  in  storage  and  want  studies  of  similar  conditions  at 
the  end  of  the  food  distribution  chain.    They  indicate  we  still  need  children's 
shoes  that  will  take  rough  wear  better.     Better  knowledge  in  use  of  mechanical 
dryers  and  washers  to  prevent  graying  laundered  fabrics.    And  more  about  how 
food  is  affected  in  electronic  cooking.    The  electric  and.  telephone  advisory 
committee  called  for  more  attention  to  matters  concerning  the  service  relia- 
bility of  rural  systems. 

More  Recordkeeping  Dairy  Fanners  Needed 

After  half  a  century  of  Dairy  Herd  Improvement  Association  recordkeeping, 
Association  officials  have  issued  a  table  showing  that  less  than  10  percent 
of  the  dairy  cows  in  this  country  are  now  in  a  recordkeeping  program.    They  say 
that  in  spite  of  plans  of  recordkeeping  that  fit  the  needs  and  pocketbook 
of  any  dairy  farmers,  regardless  of  size  of  herd  or  level  of  production,  a 
surprising  number  of  herds,  both  large  and  small,  are  not  now  enrolling  in 
such  programs.    They  declare  with  production  records  the  poorest  herd  can 
be  improved.    The  production  of  the  best  herd  can  be  maintained  or  increased. 
Without  production  records  dairymen  can  only  guess  on  how  to  cull,  feed,  and 
breed,  to  improve  the  producing  efficiency  of  their  herds.    They  point  out 
that  there  are  now  three  nationally  recognized  recordkeeping  plans;  the 
standard.  DHIA  plan,  the  owner- sampler,  and  the  weigh-a-day-a-month  plan. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men 

John  J.  Flanagan,  Ext.  Rural  Development  Area  Agent,  reports  two  15  min. 
radio  programs  devoted  to  agriculture,  home  economics,  and  rural  development 
program  news,  are  being  broadcast  in  southern  West  Virginia  daily.     He  is 

also  using  some  of  our  packages  on  TV  Tomorrow  Frank  Atwood,  WTIC-TV, 

Hartford,  is  discussing  TV  farm  programming  with  the  Vocation  Agriculture 
Instructors  of  Conn.,  at  the  monthly  meeting  at  the  station.     On  his  broad- 
cast he  is  featuring  live  and  filmed  reports  on  the  Christmas  tree  and 
Christinas  greens  project  of  the  vo.  ag.  students  at  Wamogo  Regional  High 
School  in  Litchfield,  with  a  Christmas  tree  celebration  in  the  studio. 
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Pre-Christmas  Network  Farm  Offerings 

Christmas  Music  by  the  Nat'l  Farm  and  Home  Hour  orchestra  will  proclaim 
the  season  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  over  NBC  stations  Sat.,  Dec. 
21 ,  noon.   USDA  Headlines  as  usual. 

Christmas  Trees,  their  Marketing  and  Care  in  the  Home  will  offer  some 
good  tips  "both  on  selecting  trees  and  keeping  the  needles  from  making  a 
litter,  with  George  Dever,  AMS  and  Art  Sowder,  Ext.  Forester,  reporting  Via 
Clear  Channel  Stations  during  the  weekend  of  Dec.  21. 

Christmas  Safety  Tips  from  USDA;  and  "Who  Will  Win  the  Battle  of  the 
Century?"  forecast  by  Dr.  M.  R.  Clarkson,  ARS,  in  his  report  on  progress 
against  insects,  on  American  Broadcast  Network's  American  Farmer  program 
Sat.  Dec.  21,  12:30  to  12:55  p.m.  EST. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney,  Sat.  Dec.  21,  9:30  to  9:^5  a.m.  EST. 

Washington  Farm  Report  with  Richard  Harkness  on  NBC,  Mon.  thru  Fri. 
evenings.    See  local  schedules. 

USDA-TV  package  for  mailing  Dec.  19  -  Crop  and  Livestock  Outlook  for  |J?8 
Script,  with  suggestions  for  do-it-yourself  visuals. 

Tied- Up  in  Tape  for  You  -  Send  Blank 

25A117    The  Purpose  of  Rural  Development:  Sec'y  Benson  tells  why  needed. 

TIME    :58  sec. 

26A117    Future  of  b-11:  Ed  Ait  on,  head  FES  k-ll  work,  tells  what's  ahead. 

TIME    1  min.  36  sec. 

kjQJLlJ    Our  Farm  Exports:    What  to  expect  in  '58.    Ray  Ioanes,  FAS;  and 
Jack  Towers  TIME  3:56 

kSOXlJ    Trial  Bid  Plan  in  Soil  Bank:    Sec'y  Benson  tells  about  this 

conservation  reserve  test  program.  TIME    1  min.  37  sec. 

U9QII7    Marketing  Costs:    Dr.  Fred  Waugh,  AMS  head  economist,  comments  upon 
effect  of  rising  marketing  costs  on  consumer  prices.    TIME:    35  sec. 

Correction: 


Last  week  in  commenting  on  distribution  of  NATRFD  national  officers,  we 
completely  overlooked  Wallace  Kadderly's  vice-presidency  and  presidency  in 
19^8  and  '^9  while  at  KGW,  Portland,  Ore.    This  happened  despite  Wallace 
himself  being  very  much  in  our  mind  at  the  time.    Now  he  heads  for  his  new 
farm  radio  post  at  KWIK,  Ilillsboro,  Ore.,  after  seven  years  helping  develop 
agricultural  information  abroad.    Back  in  Washington  this  week  wrapping  up 
his  chores  as  leader  of  a  group  of  11  foreign  visitors  on  a  2-month  study 
tour  of  U.S.  agri.  info.,  he  leaves  Tuesday  for  his  beloved  west  coast  and 
Christmas  with  his  family. 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  Television 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


Radio jorid  Tele 


ervice 


Office  of  Infor/nati^-SUj.  S.Q«|>ortment  of  Agriculture 

Bear  Parm  Broadcaster:  J^f^f^  SS'Sof  ^ 

you  a^fvours?U  ft  T  *°  ^  "  ^  ^  X°g'  °Ur  meetings  of  the  season  to 
jou  and  yours.    As  you  may  have  noticed,  some  of  the  same  spirit  has  seened 
into  releases  from  here      At  th-i  <*  tir«  X-r  +v>  1  nas  seePea 

.   .  ucxe.    j\t.  isnis  time  of  the  year,  our  scienti  «?t«?  o-rmr 

^year  lead     Th.      '  ^  StiU  °therS  they  ho?e  to  *ave  ^  us  in 

tne  year  ahead.    The  same  gees  for  the  men  in  the  field. 

Billion  Trees  Planted  in  '57 

-ni^o^S1118  °fvX??S'  d0W1  in  Macon>  Ge°rgia,  Wednesday,  Gov.  Marvin  Griffin 

loo ^         b+llll0n^  fTSt  treS  PlantSd  this  ^    Tha*  -Sis  about 
"F?ft^i      m°re  trees  than  last  year.    Whoever  wrote  that  old  song  about 

his  Sees      Se  liUi™  ?f  f  ^  f  ^  Tr6eS"  VaS  Ce^ai^  ^ 
ms  trees.    The  billion  total  planted  includes  all  forest  trees    soil  bunk 

in        ,,ent^n  ^        °«en«es.    The  honor  of  planting  the  billionth  tree 
year  L   ^»^„°     S1\  eCaUSS  "S  private  ^°™ers  at  the  end  of  last 
year  had  plantea  more  trees  than  those  of  any  other  State  in  the  count™ 
Last  year  Georgia planted  717,000  acres  of  private  owneTlanYto  ffk, 
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GREETINGS  FROM  TEE  SECRETARY 


this  country  havf  the  facts!  ^confTde^a  To^Ml  oe^arSa  °' 

occasions^  haT ^ge^r  ^^TET'  "  ^  f™<*>^ 

times  when  ve  are  commit™  V1S"5  »d  a11  °th- 


■5f 


Ezra  Taft  Benson 


*  -x-  *  *  #  # 


*  *  -x-  -X-  -X-  *  #  *  -X-  -X-  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 


-X- 
-X- 

■X- 
■X- 

# 
■X- 

-X- 


-  2 — 


More  Research  on  Dry  \Ihole  Milk 

USDA's  Dairy  Research  and  Marketing  Advisory  Committee  will  make  its 
formal  annual  recommendations  to  the  Department  within  the  next  few  weeks. 
Its  preliminary  report  indicates  the  committee  will  urge  top  priority  for 
expanded  research  on  dry  whole  milk.    Committee  members  think  an  acceptable 
dry  whole  milk  that  will  stand  up  in  storage  can  prove  a  valuable  supplement 
to  fluid  whole  milk.    They  also  call  for  improvements  in  DIHA  record  handling, 
more  knowledge  on  what  happens  to  milk  and  milk  products  in  storage,  and  more 
emphasis  on  nutrition. 

SCS  Surveys  Conservation  Program 

Today  Secretary  Benson  announced  the  results  of  an  SCS  survey  of  progress 
in  the  Nation's  2,770  soil  conservation  districts.    He  pointed  out  that  20 
years  ago,  when  farmers  organized  the  first  conservation  districts,  all  the 
financial  support  came  from  the  Federal  Government.    This  year  non-federal 
contributions  valued  at  one  dollar  were  made  to  the  program  for  every  three 
dollars  from  the  Federal  Government.    Now  93  percent  of  all  farms  and  ranches 
and  88  percent  of  all  the  agricultural  land  in  the  U.S.  are  included  within 
the  boundries  of  soil  conservation  districts.    In  '57  SCS  helped  more  than 
one  million  district  cooperators  to  develop  conservation  plans  and  to  revise 
existing  plans,  which  included  contour  farming,  cover  cropping,  seeding 
pasture  and  range,  tree  planting,  better  application  of  water,  terracing, 
and  farm  and  ranch  ponds. 

New  Oat  Crop  Threat  in  '$8 

This  year  five  rare  and  previously  unknown  crown  rusts  of  oats  did 
comparatively  minor  damage  in  widely  separated  parts  of  the  country.  But 
Federal-State  oat  breeders  and  pathologists  are  not  yet  celebrating.  They 
are  worried  about  next  year.    They  say  none  of  the  32  commercial  varieties 
of  oats  normally  grown  is  resistant  to  these  new  crown  rust  fungi.  Crown 
rust  disease  can  severely  reduce  oats  as  a  livestock  feed  in  l58.    Hinds  can 
spread  the  fungus  spores  over  wide  areas.    They  fear  northerly  winds  may 
have  carried  the  spores  to  fall-sown  and  volunteer  oats  in  the  South,  where 
they  may  live  over  winter.    In  the  spring,  winds  from  the  South  may  carry 
surviving  spores  to  spring-planted  oats  in  the  North.    A  wet  growing  season 
may  give  the  spores  chance  to  spread  fast.    Oat  breeders  are  trying  to  meet 
this  challenge  by  cross-breeding  to  find  resistance  to  the  new  rust  races. 
So  far,  the  breeders  see  little  immediate  prospect  from  developing  such 
resistance  from  the  breeding  materials  they  now  have. 

Garbage  Cooking  Working  Against  V-B 

For  more  than  a  year  now,  no  case  of  the  serious  VE  disease  of  hogs  has 
shown  up  in  this  country.    Less  than  six  years  ago,  VE  was  epidemic  and  spread 
to  hog  herds  in  k2  States.    Since  VE  is  spread  chiefly  by  feeding  raw  garbage 
to  hogs,  Federal  officials  credit  much  of  the  victory  to  the  garbage -cooking 
laws,  which  the  cooperating  States  passed.    Forty- seven  States  have  such  laws. 
While  talking  victory,  however,  officials  are  keeping  on  the  look-out  ready 
to  act  quickly  if  any  new  VE  outbreaks  show  up. 

Welcome  Aboard,  Pardner.'. 

Ben  Ludy,  pres.  and  gen.  mgr.,  KWFT,  Wichita  Falls,  Tex.,  proudly  tells 
us  Earl  Sargent  is  their  new  farm  director.    Earl  has  been  director  of  the 
Agriculture  Department  of  the  Wichita  Falls  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  the  past 
3s*  years  and  is  rated  one  of  the  best  known  civic  and  agricultural  leaders  of 
those  parts. 
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Drips  from  the  Snows  on  Mt.  Hood 

Smoke  signals  from  the  vest  tell  that  Bill  Drips  (KOIN-TV,  Portland)  is 
now  an  Honorary  County  Agent  in  Oregon ,  "by  action  of  the  annual  Extension 
Conference  in  Corvallis,  where  his  installation  was  celebrated  with  appropriate 
ceremonies.  .  .  ,Mal  Hansen,  WOW,  Omaha,  Neb.,  has  a  new  TV  farm  show  starting 

at  about  8:50  a. m  "Farmer'  Bill  Bennett,  WCAU,  Philadelphia,  still 

continues  to  keep  his  rural  and  city  viewers  well  informed  on  agriculture, 
and  now  has  15  minutes  more  a  day  to  do  it.    Monday  through  Friday,  7-7:^5 
a.m. ,  he  telecasts  his  "Barnyard  Alaanac"  from  the  natural  farm  area  outside 
the  WCAU-TV  studios. 

Food  and  People  Race  Neck  to  Heck 

This  week  USDA  made  its  annual  report  on  the  World  Agricultural  Situation. 
The  Department  specialists  estimated  that,  in  spite  of  sharp  drops  in  production 
in  the  Soviet  Union,  Canada,  and  Australia,  world  farm  output  will  again  reach 
record  level  in  '57- '58.    But,  as  in  the  past  five  years,  output  will  barely 
keep  abreast  of  population  increases.    Increases  in  production  have  been  most 
pronounced  in  Western  Asia,  Latin  America  and  Africa,  but  these  are  the 
regions  where  population  is  growing  fastest.    Production  there  has  been  only 
slightly  above  population  increase.    The  USDA  experts  say  the  long-time  outlook 
is  for  continued  gradual  expansion  of  production  for  the  world  as  a  whole. 
They  say  the  trend  is  not  likely  to  change  rapidly  from  that  of  recent  years. 
It  must  continue  at  about  that  rate  to  provide  enough  agricultural  products 
for  the  growing  population,  if  the  general  level  of  living  is  to  continue  to 
improve . 

Dairy  Price  Supports  Lower  for  '58- '59 

As  you  already  know,  dairy  price  supports  for  the  '58-' 59  marketing  year 
have  been  set  at  75$  of  parity.    The  Secretary  says  that  under  the  circumstances, 
he  had  little  choice  when  it  came  to  price  support  levels  for  next  year.  The 
adjustments  are  needed.    They  will  encourage  more  use  of  dairy  products,  will 
provide  less  incentive  for  excessive  production,  and  should  put  market  prices 
at  more  competitive  levels.    He  is  hopeful  that  this  adjustment  will  help 
producers  regain  some  of  their  lost  butter  markets.    The  dairy  industry  is 
basically  in  a  sound  position.    There  is  a  strong  demand  for  milk.  And, 
Secretary  Benson  figures,  it  will  be  even  stronger  with  price  adjustments. 

Big  '58  Winter  Wheat  Crop  Indicated 

The  Crop  Reporting  Board  estimated  yesterday  that  as  of  Dec.  1  winter 
wheat  seedings  this  past  fall  would  likely  yield  in  '58  the  fourth  largest 
crop  on  record,  28  percent  more  than  the  '57  crop  and  5  percent  more  than 
average.    Seldom  has  a  winter  wheat  crop  been  blessed  with  as  favorable  condi- 
tions as  experienced  so  far  by  the  1958  crop. 

Pig  Prospects  in  the  Year  Ahead 

At  noon  today  the  U.S.  Crop  Board  reported  that  if  farmers  carry  out  their 
plans  for  sows  to  farrow  next  spring  and  save  an  average  number  of  pigs  per 
litter,  with  an  allowance  for  upward  trend,  the  1958  spring  crop  would  be  6 
percent  more  than  the  crop  last  spring  and  3  percent  more  than  average.    A  crop 
that  size  might  make  for  lower  prices  for  hogs  next  fall  but  not  very  much  lower. 
Compared  with  '57*  "the  North  Atlantic  States  show  a  decrease  of  7  percent,  but 
all  other  regions  indicate  increases. 
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Tape  to  Guide  Spring  Vegetable  Growers 

We  have  a  tape  on  the  USDA  1958  acreage  recommendations  for  growers 
of  spring  vegetables.    It  is  all  set  for  your  use.    We  have  special  versions 
available  for  California,  Arizona,  and  lower  and  eastern  Texas,  southern 
Georgia,  and  Florida.    The  tape  times  about  5:30.    On  it  Ernie  Holcomb,AMS, 
and  Jack  Towers  of  our  office  discuss  the  guides  designed  to  indicate  the 
size  acreage  that  will  produce  the  vegetables  and  not  overburden  the  market  - 
in  view  of  the  probable  demand  next  year.    If  you  can  use  the  story,  send  along 
a  tape.    We'll  mail  it  right  back  to  you  with  the  acreage  guide  story  dubbed 
on  your  tape. 

This  Week's  Adds  to  Tape  Library 

50Q127    The  School  Milk  Program:  An  example  of  its  value  -  as  related  by  Sec'y 

Benson  at  the  Nat'l  Conference  on  Food  Donations  here  this  week.TIM£ . 1:0k 

51Q127    Price  Supports  for  Dairy  Products:  Sec'y  Benson's  own  public  announce- 
ment of  dairy  price  supports  next  marketing  year. (His  voice),  can  be 
shortened.    TIME:  7:20 

52Q127    V-E  Swine  Disease:    Dr.  Frank  Mulhern,  head  of  V-E  eradication  for  ARS, 
reports  on  the  progress  against  this  hog  plague.  TIME:  2:1^+ 

Near  Turn  of  Year  on  Farm  Nets  Dec.  23-28 

1958  Outlook  for  Agriculture  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  over 
NBC  stations,  Dec.  2b  noon  to  12:30  p.m. 

Sec'y  Benson  comments  on  U.S.  Agriculture  at  the  Year's  End  plus  a 
discussion  by  Dr.  Charles  E.  Kellogg  of  'Soil'  the  new  Yearbook  of  Agriculture, 
on  ABNetwork's  American  Farmer  program.    Sat . Dec . 28 .    12:30  to  12:55  P-m.  EST. 

Getting  Our  Surplus  Foods  to  the  Hungry, discussed  by  Jim  Hutchins,  head 
of  direct  distribution  branch  of  AMS,  Rev.  R.  W.  Wilson,  Church  World  Service, 
and  Hollis  Seavey  over  the  Clear  Channel  Stations  during  weekend  of  Dec  28. 

Cob  nam.  News  with  Claude  Mahoney,  Sat.  Dec. 28,  9:30  to  9:h5  a.m.  EST. 

Washington  Farm  Report    with  Richard  Harkness  on  NBC,  Mon.  thru  Fri. 
Dec.  23-28. See  your  local  schedules. 

USDA-TV  package  for  mailing  Thurs.  Dec. 26:    What  Is  Good  Seed?  a  3-min. 
film  showing  the  production  and  testing  techniques  to  produce  high 
quality  grass  and  crop  seed,  by  ARS  And  Now.  .  . 

As  that  early  farm  broadcaster,  Thomas  Tusser,  said  ^00  years  ago,  in 
his  'Farmer's  Daily  Diet': 

"At  Christmas  play  and  make  good  cheer, 
For  Christmas  comes  but  once  a  year." 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Xhief  / 
Radio  &  Television  Service 


~  Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster 


December  27 ,  1957 
Letter  No.  801 


A  Happy  and  Prosperous  New  Year  to  you!  .   .  May  all  your  programs  win 
you  triends.   ....  We  beg  to  report,  with  becoming  modesty,  that  our  recent 
personal  efforts  to  reduce  supplies  of  turkey  and  other  farm  products  have 
proved  most  rewarding. 

Conservation  Cost  Sharing  in  Great  Plains 

.      ,  ^St,bef°re  C^istmas,  the  Department  reported  farmers  and  ranchers  have 
signed  the  first  contracts  for  long-time  conservation  cost  sharing  in  the 
Great  Plains      USDA  officials  say  this  is  the  first  use  of  conservation  cost 
sharing  based  on  a  complete  soil  and  water  conservation  program  for  an  entire 
farm  or  ranch.    These  contracts  have  the  double-barrelled  aim  of  brim™ 
tT^TSt  t0  Pr°ductive  land  and  the  cost  for  emergency  programs  when  drought 
and  dust  storms  sweep  over  the  Plains.    This  Great  Plains  program  is  now 
available  m  233  counties  in  the  ten  States  of  N.D.,  S.D.,  Mont.,  Wyo.  Colo 

IteiksTfll'i? \*  N'MeV  ^  TeX'    UndSr  the  ^osram    these 'PlL'b£« 
the  basis  for  long  term  contracts.    The  Government  shares  the  cost  to  help 

frTtll^t  rTCTrS  aP5ly  the  needed  SOil  and  water  conservation  measures 
and  make  the  land  use  adjustments  needed. 


Wheat  Storage  Fleet  Riding  Higher 


(Release  P.M.  Dec.  30) 


For  th.  ?     I  f  releaSS  itS  report  on  the  wheat  storage  situation. 

IZill  \£  ™  SXT\19^>  USDA'S  Conmodity  Credit  Corporation  has  managed 

iZlli        V+  t0  handle  St°CkS  undfir  price  suPP°rt  Programs  without 

expanding  its  emergency  storage  facilities.    It  has  not  only  been  able  to  avoid 

usin^for6  ?in\b^  hf  b6en  ablS  t0  ™l0*d  near1^  half  ^e  idL  ships  iHas 
stored  in  ^fa"heat  storage.    A  year  ago,  it  had  8l  million  bushels  of  wheat 
llZl*t  i  „355.  ,1PS    ,  anchoraSes  on  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts.  At 
180%^  '  n\    I      7  a  little  m°re  than  k0  million  bushels  still  stored  in 
bushed of  TI  q  °^inf  T  ^ntinuinS-    The  record  export  of  nearly  550  million 
for  coLerciaLf  ^  ^  POSSible'    ™e  overall  grain  storage  situation 

ior  commercial  as  well  as  government  holdings  eased  somewhat  in  -57. 

Farm  Broadcasting  Day--Saturdav_.^ebruary  1 

(Actuall^  TfeTJ°r  !?rD7  "  T  15  "Farm  B^ad-sting  Serves  Rural  America", 
a  hudSfwiih  Z  Z         AmeriCa)'    Get  the  NAB  kit  of  suggestions  and  go  into 
a  huddle  with  the  boss  on  ways  to  help  your  community  observe  the  Day. 
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Timmons  Promoted;  Hedrick  Named 

When  Jack  Timmons  ended  his  term  as  president  of  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of 
Television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors  this  month  it  brought  no  end  to  honors 
and  recognition  for  our  boy.    Next,  the  Shreveport  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce 
named  him  "Outstanding  Young  Man  of  the  Year",  citing  his  many  offices  and 
services  with  agricultural,  civic  and  church  organizations.    Now,  Henry  Clay, 
farm  broadcast-enthusiast  manager  of  KWKH,  announces  that  Jack  will  take  over 
as  commercial  manager  of  the  station  January  1,  succeeding  Fred  Watkins  who 
transfers  to  managership  of  KTIIS,  Little  Rock,  where  Marvin  Vines  is  stalwart 
farm  director. 

Thus,  Texas-born,  31-year  old  Jack,  becomes  the  latest  farm  broadcaster 
to  move  up  in  the  broadcast  industry.    His  successor  in  the  KWKH  farm  spot 
will  be  James  Hedrick,  like  Jack  a  Texas  A&M  grad.,  recently  farm  director  of 
KCMC-TV  Texarkana.    Congratulations  to  all  of  you,  Jack,  Jim,  Henry,  and  Fred. 

Short  Stories  for  Your  Tapes 

53Q127    "Progress  in  Utilization  Research"  Deputy  Adm'r  George  W.  Irving,  ARS, 
tells  about  1957  progress  toward  new  uses  for  farm  products . TIME :  k:00 

5^Q127    "Pig  Crop  Report"  -  Layne  Beaty  talks  with  Harold  Breimyer,  head,  live- 
stock outlook  work,  AMS,  about  recent  pig  crop  report  and  what  it 
means  to  hog  producers  during  the  coming  year.  TIME:  2:^1 

55Q127    "Agriculture  during  1957"  -  Secretary  Benson  recounts "progress  made  in 
agricultural  fields  during  the  past  year.  TIME:  3:20 

If  you'll  send  us  the  tape,  we'll  dub  any  or  all  of  these  on  your  tape  and 
return  it  to  you. 

Stork  Beats  Santa  to  Hutchcroft  Chimney 

Congratulations  to  the  Ted  Hutchcrofts  (Ted  is  of  our  radio  and  tele- 
vision service)  cn  the  arrival  of  a  new  baby  girl  (their  2nd)  just  before 

Christmas.    Mother,  father  and  baby  are  doing  fine  Dennis  Avery, 

Mich.  State  U.,  who  served  in  radio  and  TV  here  during  the  summer,  will  do 
graduate  work  at  the  U.  of  Wis.  in  1958*   •   •  •  Fred  Niles  Productions  of  Chicago 
wires  that  their  "Cross  Country"  syndicated  farm  film  televisi<-a  package  will 
hit  the  airwaves  on  the  weekend  of  January  27 • 

Snow  Survey  Training  School 

Here's  an  opportunity  -  the  only  opportunity  -  to  cover  all  phases  of 
snow  surveying  at  one  time  and  place.    This  is  the  big  story  behind  most  of 
the  water  supply  for  the  West  —  for  irrigation,  for  industries,  cities,  power. 
Several  times  this  winter  1,000  snow  surveyors  will  measure  the  snow  pack  of 
1,300  snow  survey  courses  in  remote,  rugged  mountain  areas.     Snow  surveying  and 
winter  safety  training  under  actual  conditions  will  be  featured  at  the  SCS  snow 
survey  training  school  around  Jackson,  Wyo.  Jan.  20  to  2k,  1958.  Hqs.:  Elks 
lodge,  Jackson,  Wyo.     If  you're  interested  we'll  be  glad  to  help  you  make  arrange 
ments  for  coverage.    This  is  an  unusual  and  colorful  activity.'    About  100  men 
will  be  trained  on  snow  measuring,  over- snow  travel  by  ski  and  snowshoe,  snow 
survival,  search  and  rescue  operations,  operating  over-snow  machines,  and 
spotting  avalanches . 
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Wool  Growers  Incentive  Program 

This  week  the  Department  announced  that  provisions  of  the  195§  wool 
incentive  program  will  run  the  same  as  those  for  this  marketing  year.  The 
shorn  wool  incentive  price  will  be  62  cents  a  pound,  as  in  '55,   '56,  and  '57. 
Other  payments  and  provisions  remain  the  same.    Payments  for  the  '58  year  will 
be  made  in  the  summer  of  '59  when  the  tabulation  of  producer  returns  is  completed. 
Producers  were  urged  to  keep  their  accounts  of  sale  in  a  safe  place.  Those 
are  the  documents  they  have  to  file  with  the  application  for  payment.  Producers 
are  also  urged  to  get  the  best  possible  price  in  selling  their  wool,  because 
the  higher  the  individual  producer's  return  tbs  bigger  his  incentive  payment 
.  .  .  This  week  also  the  USDA  clarified  and  strengthened  the  marketing  agree- 
ment and  order  regulating  the  handling  of  anti-hog  cholera  serum  and  hog-cholera 
virus.  .  .  To  assure  that  agricultural  commodities  exported  under  the  barter 
program  are  in  addition  to  marketing  which  would  otherwise  have  taken  place, 
USDA  has  elaborated  the  specifications  of  CCC  barter  program  procedures. 

Next  Spring's  Grasshopper  Trouble  Spots 

Since  ranchmen  bear  a  substantial  share  of  the  cost  of  controlling  grass- 
hoppers, USDA  has  mapped  the  potential  trouble  spots.    It  urges  farmers  and 
ranchmen  to  get  acquainted  with  those  spots,  so  they  can  act  promptly  if  surveys 
next  spring  show  damaging  numbers  of  'hoppers  are  hatching.    In  their  late  summer 
and  fall  surveys,  Federal-State  entomologists  found  widespread  -range  infesta- 
tions in  Texas,  Montana,  California,  and  Colorado.    In  general,  croplands 
infestation  is  lighter  than  a  year  ago,  with  the  biggest  threats  in  Minn.,  Wis., 
Kans.,  Neb.,  N.D.,  S.D.,  and  Mont.    Weather  may  help  or  hinder  grasshoppers. 
Surveys  next  spring  for  newly  hatched  grasshoppers  will  tell  the  story,  as  to 
where  control  will  be  needed  during  the  '58  growing  season. 

Better,  Cheaper  Farm  Seed  Sought 

Within  the  next  few  weeks,  USDA  Seed  Research  and  Marketing  Advisory 
Committee  will  submit  its  annual  recommendations  to  the  Department.  Preliminary 
reports  indicate  it  will  suggest  breeding  work  to  develop  top  quality  clover, 
alfalfa,  trefoil,  and  grass  seeds  at  more  enonomical  cost.     Committee  members 
say  more  than  $200  million  is  spent  every  year  for  seeds  and  we  need  high- 
yielding,  non- shattering  varieties  of  these  crops  to  resist  insect  attacks. 
They  will  also  urge  more  investigation  to  learn  the  effects  of  insecticides 
and  other  chemicals  on  insect  that  attack  vegetable  crops  and  on  the  insects 
that  help  pollinate  both  vegetable  and  forage  crops.    They  also  have  in  mind 
studies  of  the  influence  of  light  and  temperature  on  seed  sprouting  and  develop- 
ment.   They  will  propose  that  the  scientists  investigating  new  uses  for  farm  pro- 
ducts look  into  the  use  of  honey  in  pharmaceutical  and  other  industrial  products. 
The  aim  here  seem  to  be  to  provide  wider  markets  for  beekeepers,  so  it  will  pay 
them  to  keep  more  bees  to  help  pollinate  vegetable  and  forage  crops,  to  produce 
more  forage  seed  to  the  acre. 

Ghee  I  an  Old-New  Market  for  Butter 

Christmas  eve  USDA  announced  that  it  had  issued  authorizations  to  Pakistan 
to  finance  the  buying  of  $2,200,000  worth  of  ghee,  from  U.S.  suppliers  and  made 
from  butter  produced  in  the  continental  United  States.    Ghee  is  a  native  Near 
and  Far  East  product  made  by  boiling  the  moisture  from  butter.    It  keeps  without 
refrigeration. USDA  found  our  butter  could  be  used  to  make  Ghee  satisfactory  to 
fhe  people  in  the  East. 


-  h  - 


Week  of  Dec.  30-Jan.  k:    Young  '58  Toddles  into  Nets  with: 

"A  Cross-Country  Round-Up  on  Farm  Conditions  and  Frospects"on  the  National 
Farm  and  Home  Hour,  Jan.  kt  over  NBC.    Reporters  include  Don  Tuttle,  WGY, 
Schenectady,  N.Y.;  Ronnie  Stephens,  farm  radio  ed.  U.  of  Georgia;  Herb  Plambeck, 
WHO,  DesMoines,  la.;  Chuck  Muller,  KOA,  Denver,  Colo.;  "Doc"  Ruhmann,  WBAP, 
Fort  Worth,  Tex.;  and  Henry  Schacht,  WNBC,  San  Francisco,  Calif. 

"What  America  Eats"  Series, starting  on  the  American  Farmer  program,  over 

ABNetwork  Sa.  Jan.^.  In  opening  program  Dr.  Faith  Clark,  household  economics  <\ 

division,  ARS,  and  Janet  Christensen  tell  about  the  nation-wide  study  of  I 

nutrition  and  what  it  signifies.  i\ 

"Research  Highlights  in  '57  and  Prospects  for  '58"  reported  by  Ernest  Moore, 
ARS,  and  Hollis  Seavey,  over  the  Clear  Channel  Stations  weekend  of  Jan.  h. 

"CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney"Sat.  Jan.  h.  9:30  to  9:^-5  a.m.  EST. 

"Washington  Farm  Report  with  Richard  Harkness"  on  NBC  daily  Mon.  thru  Fri. 
evenings.     (See  local  schedules) 

USDA-TV  package  on  "Soil  Bank"  for  mailing  Thurs.  Jan.  2,  1958 

First  Christmas  Tree  Grading  On  TV 

Hank  Corrow,  Ext,  Ed.  N.H.,  reports  as  far  as  he  can  determine  Jake 
Brofee,  WCSH,  Protland,  Me.,  had  the  first  TV  show  on  Christmas  tree  grading 
on  Dec.  16.    Do  you  agree?    Jake's  guests  were  Bob  Phipps  and  Roger  Sloan,  two 
of  the  N.H.U.  foresters  who  had  a  hand  in  the  successful  petitioning  for 
federal  tree  grades.    They  displayed  trees  of  the  various  grades.    Harry  Lang, 
president  of  the  petitioning  group,  the  N.  H.-Vt.  Christmas  Tree  Growers 
Association,  also  helped  explain  the  cultural  practices  which  are  improving  the 
trees  and  the  ins  and  outs  of  grading. 

Good  Gimmick  "Today  on  the  Farm" 

Holly  Wright's  "Today  on  the  Farm",  daily  on  WRC-TV,  Washington,  has 
used  a  new  idea  (to  us)  in  using  the  still  pictures  in  USDA-TV  packages.  Director 
Jack  DeViney  has  been  using  the  split-screen  technique  to  superimpose  the  still 
picture  into  the  frame  of  Holly's  blackboard.    Holly  then  does  the  narrative 
to  one  side  of  the  board,  giving  a  comparative  dimension  to  the  still  they  don't 
normally  have  when  screened  alone. 

Our  Year  of"  Creativity'1' 

The  6th  annual  USDA  Visual  Workshop  falls  on  January  27  thru  31*  Have 
you  circled  those  dates  on  your  calendar?    More  important,  have  you  made  your 
reservation?    This  is  the  year  of  " Creativity"  in  our  workshop  programs,  as  you 
requested.    Sessions  on  the  visual  arts,  television,  motion  pictures,  still 
photography,  exhibits,  and  graphic  arts  will  be  conducted  by  USDA  personnel  and 
recognized  experts  from  stations,  industry,  and  Land  Grant  colleges.    This  is 
something  you'll  find  worth  while.    If  you  haven't  received  a  copy  of  the  program 
and  want  one,  write  us  now.    Specify  whether  you  plan  to  attend  the  Workshop. 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


